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restoration of order and meanwhile to preser&sH&s.
status quo. Her undertaking to protect China from
the wrath of other Powers was a natural consequence
of the secret Treaty negotiated by Li in 1896, but the
situation was all the more delicate because the terms
of that Treaty had never been disclosed. Under the
circumstances, what Russia meant by the status quo
was by no means the same thing as that referred
to by Mr. Secretary Hay. But Russia was not
greatly troubled by sentimental scruples in the
matter, and, to do her justice, her Minister at
Peking (M. Pavlow) had frankly informed Sir
Claude MacDonald, as far back as October, 1897,
that " the Russian Government did not intend that
the provinces of China bordering on the Russian
frontier should come under the influence of any
nation except Russia.55

The results of the telegraphic communications
which passed between Li and St. Petersburg were
very speedily made manifest, after the relief of the
Legations, in the attitude of the Russian Minister
and military commanders. The change effected by
M. de Giers from the role of the Chinese Govern-
ment's indignant victim to that of its sympathetic
friend was almost too sudden to be artistic; public
opinion in China, mindful of the barbarities inflicted
by order of the Court upon defenceless missionaries,
regarded it, indeed, as indecent. The siege of the
Legations was raised on August I4th; on the gth
Tzu Hsi, preparing for flight, appointed Li Minister
Plenipotentiary to negotiate with the Powers, adding
the significant order that he was to " confer by
telegraph with their respective Foreign Offices in
order to put a stop to hostilities." At the end of